
Exodus 15:22-18:27



2 Mos. 19:1-24:18
Exodus 19:1-24:18



• A.  God at Sinai (Exodus 19:1-25)

• In a theophany, God appears to Israel and Israel pledges its 
obedience.

• B.  The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-21)

• The Ten Commandments are disclosed directly to Israel.

• C.  The Book of the Covenant (Exodus 20:22-
23:33)

• Moses receives statutes and ordinances that govern both Israel's 
social relationships and sacrificial calendar.

• D.  The Covenant Sealed (Exodus 24:1-18)

• Israel and God seal their covenantal relationship story…

Outline Part 3: Revelation at Sinai 
(Exodus 19:1-24:18)



2 Mos. / Exodus 19–40

• Read Scripture: Exodus Ch. 19-40 (6:26 > 8.10 slow)
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNpTha80yyE



Exodus 19: 
Moses and 
the Lord at 
Mount 
Sinai

2 Mos. 19: 
Mose och 
Herren på 
berget 
Sinai



• 4 You yourselves have 
seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I 
bore you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to 
myself. 5 Now therefore, 
if you will indeed obey 
my voice and keep my 
covenant, [then] you 
shall be my treasured 
possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth 
is mine; 6 and you shall 
be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.

Exodus 19:4-6 (ESV)

4 Ni har själva sett vad 
jag har gjort med 
egyptierna och hur jag 
har burit er på örnvingara

och fört er till mig. 5 Om 
ni nu hör min röst och 
håller mitt förbund, ska 
ni av alla folk vara min 
dyrbara egendoma, för 
hela jorden är min. 6 Ni 
ska för mig vara ett rike 
av präster och ett heligt 
folka. Detta är vad du ska 
tala till Israels barn.”



1. valued property, peculiar 
treasure, which  éDhas 
chosen WB: () and taken to 
himself; always of people 
of Israel, first Ex 19:5 
(E; Āöşĉ ĆúćþąƥĈþąĉ = Tit 
2:14; 1 Pet 2:9 Āöşĉ úňĉ 
ĆúćþĆąơüĈþă = ĆúćþĆąơüĈþĉEph
1:14 cf. Br 102; MA 52, 
235); then éO J×QDt 7:6; 
14:2; 26:18; later éO
alone, Mal 3:17 Ď135:4. 

>ØuÜ;ÐOsegulah

a
• 19:5 dyrbara 

egendom Hebr. 
segulá användes 
om privat 
egendom (1 Krön 
29:3), men även 
om en person som 
stod särskilt nära 
sin överordnade 
(kung eller gud).

• 19:5 2 Mos 15:26, 
Ps 24:1, 50:12, 1 
Kor 10:26, Tit
2:14.

2 Mos. 19:5

Francis Brown, Samuel RollesDriver, and Charles 
Augustus Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew 
and English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1977), 688.

https://accordance.bible/link/read/SVENSKA
15_Anteckningar#1872



• Read the 10 
Commandments 
(Exodus 20:1-
21)

• What do they say 
about the 
audience?

Small Group 
Exercise

• Läs de 10 
budorden
(2 Mos. 20:1-
21)

• Vad säger de 
om publiken?

Small Group 
Exercise



215 in 
Entire 

Hebrew 
Bible

Christian English translations Christian 
English 
Average 

1ς4

Swedish English

1
ESV

2
NASB

3
NIV

4
NRSV

Bibel 
2000

SFB15 JPS

law (or 
normative)

195 
(91%)

195 
(91%)

184
(86%)

164
(76%) 86%

184
(86%)

141
(66%)

11 
(5%)

instruction
or teaching

20 
(9%)

19 
(9%)

31
(14%)

38
(18%) 13%

23 
(11%)

74 
(34%)

180
(84%)

ritual 
or custom

0 1 
(0.5%)

0 13
(6%) 2%

8
(4%)

0 23 
(11%)

Torah (ˢ ˓˶ ̡̠) in the Hebrew Bible

• English Standard Version (ESV) 
• New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
• New International Version (NIV)

• New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

Swedish translation, 
• Bibel2000
• SvenskaFolkbibeln2015 (SFB15)
English by the Jewish Publication Society (JPS).

Beth E. Elness-Hanson, “Torahin the Pentateuch: An Intercultural and Ontological Examination,” a Festscriftfor LarsOlovEriksson, 
JohannelundTeologiskaHögskola, 6 February 2017.



ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ 
to relate the Old Testament 

to the Newτby way of 
promise and fulfillment 

or by way of
law and gospelτ

are hopelessly reductionist 
ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ

“hopelessly reductionist”

https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zMX1gfB8KQ 6:05

Walter Brueggemann
1933 —

"Preaching the Old Testament,“ Luther Seminary, Sep 23, 2014.



Torah
• Not just “law”

• Torah in the everyday 
speech meant instructions 
given by a mother 
(Prov 1:8, 6:20, cf 31:26) 
and a father (4:1F.) 

• Priestly instruction (Jer
18:18; Ex 7:26)

• Speech of wisdom teachers 
or prophets 
(Isa 8:16; 20; 30:9). 

• Comprehensive written will 
of God 
(Deut 4:44 f.; 30:10, 31:9). 

• Inte bara "lag"

• Torah i vanligt tal betydde 
anvisningar en mamma 
(Ords 1, 8, 6:20, se 31:26) 
och en pappa (4:1F)

• Prästerlig instruktion 
(Jer 18:18, 2 Mos. 7:26)

• Tal av lärare eller visdom 
profeter 
(Jes 08:16, 20; 30:9).

• Omfattande skriftlig Guds 
vilja 
(Mos 4:44 f.; 30:10, 31:9).



Summary of Torah

Mark 12:30-31 (ESV)

30 ΨAnd you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦΩ 
(Deut/5 Mos. 6:5)
31¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ Ψ¸ƻǳ 
shall love your neighbor as 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
commandment greater than 
ǘƘŜǎŜΦέ 
(Lev/3 Mos. 19:18b)



Torah Study

·A close examination of the texts demonstrate that the 
Hebrew understanding of torah is dependent upon 
a relational context of GodΩs covenantal, unfailing love.

The relationality and 
loving concern, such 
as a devoted parent 
for a childΩs well-
being, is central 
to the Hebrew 
understanding 
of torah. 



• Preamble: Identifies the parties involved 

• Prologue: Lists the deeds already performed by the 
Suzerain on behalf of the vassal

• Stipulations: Terms to be upheld by the vassal

• Blessings if the stipulations of the treaty are upheld and 
curses if the stipulations are not upheld

• Provision for public reading: for the purpose of 
renewal (Sabbath? Later covenant renewal ceremonies)

• Divine witness to the treaty: These usually include the 
deities of both the Suzerain and the vassal (Ex 24)

• Sacrificial Meal: Both parties would share a meal to 
show their participation in the treaty (Ex 24)

Hittite Suzerain-Vassal Treaty Form

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suzerainty#Hittite_suzerainty_treaty_form



• 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall 
not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 
third and the fourth generation of those who 
hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

Ex 20:4-6 (ESV) Blessings and Curses



• In contrast to a Western, Enlightenment-oriented 
dismissal of curses and corporate responsibility, 
the Christian Maasai see the loving heart of God 
reflected in ˡˑ˯ˑ˥(ḥesed) which is steadfast and 

committed to the disciplinary nature of the 
natural consequences of disobedience to those 
wayward wrongdoers. 

• The consequences of disobedience—seen in the 
effect of curses—is meant to be a deterrent, and if 
not a successful deterrent, then a wakeup call to 
be reconciled to YHWH.

From Beth’s PhD work with 
the Maasai of East Africa



Analysis: 
Genres

• Apodictic: 
unconditional, 
categorical
• “You shall not kill.” 

Ex 20:13

• Casuistic: case law
• “Whoever strikes a 

man so that he dies 
shall be put to 
death.” Ex 21:12

Analys: 
Genrer

• Apodictic: 
ovillkorligt, 
kategorisk

• "Du skall inte döda." 
2 Mos. 20:13

• Kasuistisk: 
rättspraxis

• "Den som slår någon, 
så att han dör ska 
dödas." 2 Mos. 21:12



The Covenant Code
Ex 20:19–23:33

The Holiness Code 
Lev 17–26

The Deuteronomic Code 
Deut 12–26

3 Law Codes

Source: EnterTheBible.org; Richard W. Nysse, (http://www.enterthebible.org/oldtestament.aspx?rid=21)

The Förbundet regler
Ex 20:19–23:33

The helighet regler 
Lev 17–26

The Deuteronomic regler 
Deut 12–26

3 lag regler



Analysis: 
Comparison
with other 
ANE Law 
Codes

• Eshnunna -
1800 BC, 

• Hammurabi -
1750 BC

• see Childs, 
Exodus pp. 
462-3 

Code of Hammurabi

black basalt stele

2.25 m (7 ft 5 in) high

Analys: 
Jämförelse 
med andra 
lagkoder

• Eshnunna -
1800 fKr, 

• Hammurabi -
1750 fKr



Code of 
Hammurabi
195. If a son strike his father, his 

hands shall be hewn off 

196. If a man put out the eye of 
another man, his eye shall be put 
out. 
[An eye for an eye] 

Code of Hammurabi

black basalt stele

2.25 m (7 ft 5 in) high



Code of 
Hammurabi

199. If he put out the eye of a man's 
slave, 
or break the bone of a man's slave, 
he shall pay one-half of its value. 

200. If a man knock out the teeth of 
his equal, his teeth shall be 
knocked out. 
[A tooth for a tooth] 

201. If he knock out the teeth of a 
freed man, he shall pay one-third 
of a gold mina.

www.wsu.edu/~dee/MESO/CODE.HTM

Code of Hammurabi

black basalt stele

2.25 m (7 ft 5 in) high



eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth

• Ex 21:24, 27

• Lev 24:20 

• Dt 19:21 

öga för öga, 
tand för tand

• 2 Mos. 21:24, 27

• 3 Mos. 24:20 

• 5 Mos. 19:21 



Exodus 
25:1-31:18

Instructions for 
Tabernacle 
and Priesthood

2 Mos. 
25:1-31:18

Instruktioner för 
tabernakel och 
prästadömet





















• Ex 31:18 Moses 
receives the two 
tablets “…written 
with the finger of 
God.” (ESV)


