Creation Care in a Maasai Context Prepared by Mwl. Lais Joseph
Lesson Plan #1) Biblical Creation Care Context: Form 2 Biology

Introduction to the aim of the lessons:

The aim of this lesson on biblical Creation Care is to understand how
the Bible teaches us to care for God's creation. We will explore how both
the Bible and the Maasai community emphasize the importance of
protecting the environment, using resources wisely, and living in
harmony with nature. Through this lesson, we aim to learn how to apply
these principles in our daily lives and be responsible caretaker of the
earth.

The lessons

Welcome to the first of 3 lessons that are about creation care in a Maasai context to better
prevent and prepare for the changes of climate change.

This is part of a research project prepared by Mama Anya, a former teacher at MGLSS, that is
designed to be a blessing to the Maasai.

Form 2 Biology and Confirmation students: While ALL students are welcome to join in on the
lessons, ONLY Maasai students can take the survey, as the research project is for the Maasai.
Form 2 Biology and Confirmation students: Because of ethical research requirements, ONLY
students who have a parent’s or guardian’s permission with a signed “informed consent” form
will be able to take the surveys. (The informed consent form and process will be presented
earlier with information for each student to also give one’s own consent.)

The surveys

Before the lessons, there will be a short survey. The survey is anonymous—no names.

This will help us understand what you know before the lessons are taught.

After the lessons, you will take the same survey, so then we can see:

1) how much the class learned,

2) where the lessons are effective, and

3) what parts we need to improve for the future.

So, we start with students taking a survey before the lessons.

After a few months, you will take the same survey again, so we can study more about the
learning outcomes and determine how to improve the lessons.

The survey has simple questions that are multiple choice.

As we pass out the surveys, you will see there is an animal sticker on the paper, and there is the
same sticker attached to the paper with a paperclip. That sticker is for you!

This animal sticker system is so that when you take the survey again, you can find your animal.
We can keep the surveys anonymous but also study individual learning over time (before, after,
and a few months later)—not just one large group.

Please remember your animal! So, think about the sound your animal makes. Now, all
together, make the sound of that animal!

When you are done. Turn the survey over, so the animal sticker is face down on your desk.
Let’s take the survey. Do NOT write your name on the survey.
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Lesson 1) BIBLICAL CREATION CARE

Prepared by Mwil. Lais Joseph
Context: Form 2 Biology

Name 1) Biblical Teaching e Whiteboard and markers or chalkboard and chalk

Creation Care Equipment | ¢ Have Earth and sun for drawn on board ready to
Needed fill in with greenhouse effect (to save time)
e Projector and screen (optional)

. | .

Context | Form 2 Biology | Student +—Maasai-region-map
Supplies/ o~ hnages-of- MaasardathyHeconservation-etorts,
Handouts and-relevantvideos:

e Bibles

e Bible passages (may be written on
white/chalkboard

shepts § lsussi

Introduction to the Teacher

e This project will explore the concept of creation care within the Maasai context, aligning it
with biblical teachings and principles of climate change mitigation and adaptation as organized

by Dr. Beth Elness-Hanson, Mama Anya.

e Content: Define creation care and introduce relevant biblical scriptures (Genesis 1:26-28,

Psalm 24:1, Genesis 2:15).

e Definition of Creation Care: The act of responsibly managing and protecting the environment

based on religious and ecological principles.

o Creation Care refers to the practice of managing and protecting the natural environment
based on the belief that the Earth and its ecosystems are God’s creation. This concept
emphasizes the responsibility of humans to steward the Earth wisely and sustainably,
ensuring that natural resources are preserved and protected for future generations. Creation
care involves actions that promote environmental sustainability, such as reducing waste,
conserving water, protecting wildlife, and addressing climate change. It is rooted in the
biblical mandate for humans to “serve and keep” the Earth (Genesis 2:15) and
acknowledges that all creation reflects God’s glory (Psalm 19:1).
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Prepared by Mwil. Lais Joseph
Context: Form 2 Biology

Main Point Biblical principles of creation care are affirmed by
B l B L E traQitiongI Magsai e:nvironrr_lental kno_wledge, both of
which align with climate science, which extends
knowledge to equip us for caring for God’s creation.
Learning As a result of this lesson, the learner will:
Outcomes

Coghnitive: Know

Bible
e Understand the concept of creation care.
o Define creation cgre and explain its importance in B I B L E
both religious and ecological contexts.
o ldentify key biblical scriptures that support the idea of humans as
caretaker of God’s creation.
o As Christians, we are called to take responsibility for
environmental care as an expression of our love for God.
Maasai
e Identify biblical principles related to creation care and
recognize their relevance in the Maasai cultural context.
e Maasai sustainable practices align with biblical teaching
about respecting and caring for God’s creation.
Climate science
e Climate science helps us understand why the planet is
warming, the impacts of climate change, and what we
can do to protect the environment.
Hope
e There is hope for the future, knowing that when we care
for the earth, we participate in God’s plan to restore and
renew all of creation, bringing peace and balance to the

sC\E“cE
world.

MAASAI

Affective: Feel

Yyov

HOPE
Students will reflect on their position in God’s creation.
e Appreciation: Develop an appreciation for the Maasai community’s
sustainable practices and their alignment with biblical teachings.
e Responsible: Cultivate a sense of responsibility towards environmental
caretaker and creation care.

Applicative: Do

e Ask students to identify future projects for applying creation care to
everyday actions and engaging in practical projects that align with
biblical teachings about caring for God’s creation.

e Or have the students put into their words how these projects are part of
God’s commission to care for creation.
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Time | Content

3  minutes

blade of grass, every wild animal, and the very soil beneath. For centuries, the Maasai have
lived in harmony with this land, understanding the delicate balance of nature, much like the
biblical mandate in Genesis that calls humanity to “tend and keep” the Earth.

 But what happens when this balance is threatened? [aa1jjaaz]

Transition statement: (connecting Hook to Main Point)

1 | e Thetimeless principles of creation care, so deeply rooted in both Maasai tradition and
the Bible, guide us in restoring harmony with the earth today.

e Just as the Bible emphasizes the need to maintain the balance of nature, the Maasai
people understand that their survival depends on living in harmony with their
environment caring for the land, preserving wildlife, and ensuring that resources are
used sustainably.

¢ With this understanding of the deep connection between Maasai traditions and biblical
teachings, let’s now deepen our understanding and explore how we can apply these
principles of creation care in our daily lives.

15 | Biblical Foundation for Creation Care B IBLE
e Students, in groups of 2 or 3, are given one of the following texts: |
Genesis 1:31, Romans 8:19-22
e The students read their text and are asked to discuss it with the following questions in
their small group.
o What does this Bible verse say about God’s creation?
o What does this Bible verse say about the relationship between humans and God’s
creation?
e Two or three reporters from groups for each Bible text are invited to share their
discoveries.

Notes for discussion:
e Genesis 1:31, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”
o God is the creator. God’s creation is good.
o This verse reflects the initial state of harmony in creation, where everything is in
ordered and functioning as intended by God.

e Romans 8:19-22, “For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God
to be revealed... that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.”

o This verst talks about a time when the natural world will be set free from decay
and brokenness caused by sin. It shows how the healing of people through God’s
redemption is closely connected to the healing and renewal of all creation.
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Key Point: God’s Charge to Care for Creation

The Bible emphasizes that humans are entrusted with the care of the earth. Genesis 2:15.
“The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of
it.” The Hebrew word translated as “work” can mean “serve,” which indicates the
responsibility to minister to the creation and not mastery over it.

Human Responsibility and Disobedience
e In Matthew 22:37-39, we see Jesus teaches the two greatest commandments:

o Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind.

o Love your neighbor as yourself.

e If we think about climate change and environmental destruction, they can be seen as a
result of failing to love what God loves: God’s creation and love our neighbors.

o Loving God’s creation: God created the earth and called it good (Genesis 1:31).
Environmental destruction (like pollution, deforestation, and actions that cause
climate change) is a failure to honor and care for God’s creation, showing a lack
of love for what God has made.

o Loving our neighbors: The effects of climate change hurts people, and Africans
will be some of the most impacted by the climate crisis, because most Africans are
dependent upon the natural resources for their livelihoods.

Living out the call to stewardship

James 2:26 reminds us that “faith without works is dead.”

e Applying this to creation care, it suggests that our belief in the importance of
stewardship must be accompanied by tangible actions.

The Maasai

e The Maasai have traditionally practiced sustainable living, recognizing
that their well-being is directly tied to the health of the environment.
For instance, their pastoral lifestyle revolves around the careful management of grazing
lands to prevent overuse, reflecting a deep understanding of the need to preserve the
natural balance.

e However, climate change poses a significant threat to this balance, disrupting weather
patterns, depleting natural resources, and challenging the traditional Maasai way of life.

MAASAI

10 | Climate Change SC\E“CE

Climate Change Definition ( Key point!)
¢ Climate change refers to long-term changes in temperature, precipitation, wind
patterns, and other aspects of the Earth’s climate system.
o Itincludes both natural processes and human activities that change the Earth’s
climate over extended periods.
o This is a natural process that keeps the Earth warm enough for life.
o However, human activities like burning fossil fuels (oil, coal, gas, plastics) and
cutting down trees release extra Earth-warming gases into the air.
o This causes the Earth to trap too much heat, leading to global warming and
climate change, called the “greenhouse effect.”
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The Greenhouse Effect ( Key point!)
e The greenhouse effect is a natural process that warms the Earth’s surface.
(See the Resources for illustration. Draw the basic image on the chalkboard.)
o It happens when certain gases in the atmosphere, known as greenhouse gases, trap
heat from the sun.
o This leads to climate change, with effects like higher temperatures and stronger
storms.

Primary Sources of Climate Change ( Aey point!)
e The primary greenhouse gases (GHG) that cause the greenhouse effect are:

o Carbon Dioxide (CO2): The burning of fossil fuels (such as coal, oil, and natural
gas) for energy and transportation is the largest source of CO2 emissions.
Deforestation, which reduces the number of trees that can absorb CO», also
contributes significantly.

o Methane (CHa4): Methane is released during the production and transport of coal,
oil, and natural gas. It is also emitted by livestock during digestion and by landfills
where organic waste decomposes.

o And others (more information in lesson 3).

Climate Change and Impacts upon the Environment

However, the imbalance in nature, primarily driven by human-caused GHGs, which leads

to the following:

¢ Increased temperatures: Human activities like burning fossil fuels release CO2 and

other GHGs into the atmosphere, trapping heat and causing global temperatures to rise.

o This disrupts natural climate patterns and leads to more frequent and severe weather
events.

Changing rainfall patterns: With climate change, rains have become more erratic,

leading to droughts or floods, which disrupt the availability of pasture and water.

o The Maasai rely on predictable seasonal rains for grazing their livestock.

o This directly threatens the survival of their herds, which are central to Maasai
culture and economy.

e Extreme weather events, like floods or droughts can damage the environment, further
upsetting the natural balance.

e Ecosystem disruption: Higher temperatures and altered precipitation patterns affect
ecosystems, leading to habitat loss, species migration, and changes in food chains.

e Resource depletion: Increased temperatures and prolonged droughts contribute to the

degradation of the natural resources.

o With grazing lands ruined by overgrazing, the Maasai people need to take cows far
to graze in distant lands to find adequate pasture.

Loss of biodiversity: As the climate shifts, some species that are vital to the natural

ecosystems may become endangered or extinct.

o This loss of biodiversity disrupts the delicate balance of nature that the Maasai have
long maintained, affecting everything from grazing patterns to the availability of
medicinal plants.

Ocean changes: Warming temperatures and increased CO> levels result in ocean

warming and acidification, which damage marine ecosystems, including coral reefs.
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e Melting ice and rising seas: The warming climate causes glaciers and ice caps to melt,
contributing to rising sea levels. This disrupts coastal ecosystems and threatens human
and wildlife communities.

More bad effects upon humans and health will be discussed in lessons 2 and 3.

The Maasai Context MAASAI

Impact of Climate Change on the Maasai

e For the Maasali, climate change is experienced as significant shifts in weather patterns
that impact their traditional way of life.

o In Maasai land, climate change means changes in weather patterns, like less rain,
more droughts, and unpredictable seasons.

o These changes make it harder to find water and grass for their animals.

e The Maasai see this as both a spiritual issue linked to Engai, and a result of human
actions.

o The Maasai people believe that Engai controls nature, including rain and weather.
They see problems like droughts and unpredictable rains as a sign that Engai might
be unhappy.

o However, they also recognize other causes of climate change as result of human
actions. These include cutting down trees, overusing the land, and modern
activities like pollution and farming on grazing lands. Losing their traditional ways
of caring for the land, like rotating grazing areas, also contributes to the problem.

o So, while Engai is important in their beliefs, the Maasai understand that human
actions also play a big role in climate change.

e In the Maasai context, the biblical principles are naturally mirrored in their traditional
practices. The Maasai people have long recognized that their survival is intertwined
with the health of the environment. Their rotational grazing practices, which allow land
to recover and regenerate, reflect an understanding that aligns with the biblical call to
stewardship—caring for the earth in a way that sustains its ability to provide for future
generations.

e For the Maasali, the balance of nature is central to their way of life. When this balance
is disrupted—whether by overgrazing, climate change, or other factors—it impacts not
just the land but the entire community. In this light, creation care is a way of restoring
harmony to their environment, ensuring that their land, animals, and people can thrive
in harmony.

3 | LOOK continued: Hope

e
Matthew 6:26: “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or »

store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more
valuable than they?”

This verse reminds us that God cares for all creation, offering hope that God will continue
to care for the world, even though the challenges of climate change.
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e The hope we have in creation care is grounded in the sovereignty of God. God
promises restoration!

e By embracing this hope, we can approach environmental challenges with confidence,
knowing that our efforts are part of a larger, divine plan for the redemption and renewal
of all creation.

e Our hope empowers us to take action, work together, and invest in future generations,
trusting that God is at work in and through us to mitigate and adapt.

3 | Creation care is a holistic approach that involves spiritual, communal, and practical actions

to maintain the balance of nature.

e From the Maasai, we learn that living in harmony with the environment is not just
about survival, but also it is about fulfilling a divine responsibility to protect and
nurture the earth.

e By embracing stewardship in our daily lives, advocating for environmental justice, and
engaging in community-based conservation, we can contribute to a more sustainable
and harmonious world, honoring both God and the planet we call home.

In your group of students: (For TOOK after February-April 2025)

e Ask students to identify future projects for applying creation care to everyday actions
and engaging in practical projects that align with biblical teachings about caring for
God’s creation. For example: making compost bins, creating recycled art, or designing
sustainable gardens.

e Or have the students put into their words how these projects are part of God’s
commission to care for creation.

o For example: In Colossians 1:16-17, we are reminded that all things were created
by God and are meant to be cared for.

Song competition (For MGLSS and Moringe Sokoine 2025)
e As part of this special project, there will be a song competition.
e The guidelines are:
1. Take a traditional Maasai tune and write new words based on this lesson.
2. 'You can adapt the traditional Maasai tune, but it must be something that your
family back in Maasailand will enjoy.
The language must be Maa.
The content of the verses needs to connect to the lesson content.
There will be a minimum of 3 verses, one for each lesson.
Your group must be a minimum of 3 Maasai students who are in the
classroom now. You can have more people.
7. Later, we will have a competition judged by Dr. Seth Sululu, a Maasai
professor of music at Tumaini University Makumira.
8. The winning group will have their song professionally produced at the
Cultural Arts Center at TUMA for free distribution in Maasailand.

o0k w
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15

Task

o Write the first verse of a song about God commissioning us to care for B l B I. E
God’s good creation to a traditional Maasai tune.

Provide as much time as possible to work on writing a song verse. (15 minutes)
At the end of the time:

o Can we have 2 or 3 groups share their verse with us? Only volunteer if you are ready
and can sing it without much delay.

« You may keep working on your verse for the song competition after classes.

In the following 2 lessons, you will also add one verse for each of the 2 lessons. So, this

project will continue to develop.

Close in prayeriaas)

God the Creator, Engai eushumata,

We come before You with hearts full of gratitude for the beauty and diversity of Your
creation. We thank You for the Maasai people and their deep connection to the land, a
connection that reflects the very balance and harmony You intended for all of nature.

Lord, we recognize that You have called us to be stewards of this earth, to care for the
land, the animals, and all living things. We ask for Your wisdom and guidance as we seek
to honor this responsibility. Help us to learn from the Maasai’s example, living in harmony
with the environment and respecting the delicate balance of nature that sustains us all.

As we face the challenges of climate change and environmental degradation, we pray
for strength and perseverance. Grant us the courage to make the changes necessary to
protect Your creation. May we advocate for justice, support those most affected by
environmental harm, and take tangible steps to restore the earth to the wholeness You
desire.

We pray for the Maasai community and all indigenous peoples who are on the front
lines of environmental stewardship. Protect their lands, preserve their traditions, and bless
their efforts to maintain the balance of nature. May their wisdom continue to guide us all
toward a deeper understanding of what it means to care for Your creation.

Lord, let our actions reflect Your love for all that You have made. Help us to be
mindful of the impact we have on the earth and to live in a way that honors You. In every
decision we make, may we seek to restore and protect the balance of nature, ensuring that
future generations can enjoy the beauty and abundance of Your creation.

In Jesus’s name, we pray.

Amen.

60

End of Class: If time, review main point.

2024.11.29 Lais’s revision with Stakeholder comments 9




Creation Care in a Maasai Context Prepared by Mwl. Lais Joseph
Lesson Plan #1) Biblical Creation Care Context: Form 2 Biology

TEACHING NOTES:
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Separating Human and Natural Influences on Climate
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The History of Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide
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https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/are-humans-major-cause-global-warming

Song Writing Example from Prior Teaching of this Lesson

Verse 1:

(Call) Enkai called to us, in the morning light,
(Response)  “Care for my creation, keep it shining bright.”
(Call) The land, the sky, the rivers, and trees,

(Response)  All are gifts from heaven, tend them, if you please.

Chorus: (All together)

Oh, Enkai, we hear your call,

To love the earth, to care for all.

We guard the land, both great and small,
For your glory, we stand tall!

Creation Care Quotes

Here are some quotes from African men and women scholars and others on biblical creation care.
They can be applied for Maasailand. They are organized into creation care principles, gender
and stewardship, and cultural perspectives.

1. Creation Care Principles

Kirsteen Kim (2015, African theologian):
“In Africa, caring for creation is about respecting God's gift of nature, not just protecting
it.”
This quote emphasizes that caring for creation is not just about environmental
protection, but about honoring and respecting the earth as a divine gift.
J. Kameri-Mbote (2000, Kenyan scholar):
“African cultures, like the Maasai, believe creation should be respected, which aligns with
the Bible’s call to care for the earth.”
This highlights the biblical call to respect and care for creation, which is also deeply
rooted in African cultural values, such as those in Maasai culture.
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2. Gender and Stewardship
e Nyambura J. Njoroge (2009, Kenyan theologian):
“In Africa, women, like Maasai women, are key to protecting nature, reflecting the biblical
call to nurture the earth.”
Njoroge points out how women, especially Maasai women, play a critical role in
protecting the environment, which is aligned with the biblical responsibility to
nurture creation.
e Grace Ji-Sun Kim (2012, Ecofeminist theologian):
“Women’s care for the earth reflects God’s love, and their role in nature is part of biblical
stewardship.”
Kim connects eco-feminism with biblical stewardship, recognizing women's role in
creation care as an expression of God’s love and care for the world.

3. Cultural Perspectives on Creation Care
e Vusimuzi Madonsela (2014, South African theologian):
“God created the earth to be cared for by all people. In Maasailand, men and women share
responsibility for creation care.”
This quote acknowledges the shared responsibility of men and women in Maasailand
for creation care, showing the cultural practice of stewardship in line with biblical

principles.

Books[AA4]
The following are quotes on: Core Principles of Creation Care, Environmental Stewardship as

a Christian Duty, and Practical Implications and Theological Reflections.

1. Core Principles of Creation Care
« Moo, Douglas J., and Moo, Jonathan A. (2018):
“Creation care is not an optional add-on to the Christian life but is integral to the biblical
mandate for humanity to steward the earth as God’s vice-regents.”
This emphasizes that creation care is a fundamental biblical mandate, central to the
Christian faith.
e Middleton, J. Richard (2004):
“The gospel encompasses not just the salvation of humanity but also the redemption of
creation, making environmental stewardship an essential aspect of Christian witness.”
This highlights that stewardship of creation is tied to salvation, showing the holistic
scope of the gospel.

2. Environmental caretaking as a Christian Duty
e Bouma-Prediger, Steven (2001):
“The biblical vision of creation care calls Christians to a holistic approach where
environmental stewardship is seen as a form of worship and obedience to God.”
Environmental stewardship is viewed as a spiritual act, a way to worship and obey
God.
e McCormick, Michael R. (2009):
“Understanding creation care from a Christian perspective involves recognizing that the
natural world is a sacred trust from God, requiring us to manage it responsibly.”
Creation care is described as a sacred responsibility entrusted to humanity by God.
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e Stamps, Dennis L. (2018):
“Biblical stewardship is grounded in the understanding that God entrusts humanity with the
responsibility to nurture and protect the environment as part of our divine mandate.”
This quote stresses that biblical stewardship is about nurturing and protecting the
earth as part of God’s command.
e Wirzba, Norman (2013):
“Biblical foundations for environmental ethics reveal that caring for the earth is not merely
a practical concern but a spiritual duty reflecting our relationship with God as the Creator.”
Caring for the earth is framed as a spiritual duty that reflects humanity’s relationship
with God as Creator.

3. Practical Implications and Theological Reflections
e Robinson, Timothy S. (2020):
“Christians are called to be proactive in addressing environmental issues because caring for
the earth is a reflection of our commitment to God’s creation and His commands.”
Christians are encouraged to be active participants in environmental solutions,
demonstrating their commitment to God’s creation.
e Wright, Christopher J. H. (2020):
“The church must embrace creation care as a central element of its mission, integrating
environmental stewardship into its theology and practice.”
The church is called to make creation care a key part of its mission, incorporating it
into both theology and practice.
e Bauckham, Richard (2022):
“Creation care is deeply embedded in biblical theology, reflecting God’s concern for the
entire created order and our role in maintaining its integrity.”
Creation care is deeply connected to biblical theology, emphasizing God’s concern
for all of creation and humanity’s role in maintaining its integrity.
e White, Lynn Jr. (2012):
“A biblical vision for environmental responsibility challenges Christians to reassess their
relationship with nature and embrace a more ecologically aware lifestyle.”
A call to reassess relationships with nature, encouraging a more ecologically
conscious lifestyle as part of biblical responsibility.

2024.11.29 Lais’s revision with Stakeholder comments 13



